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But when such a result is reached, we should look back on our
method and make necessary modifications in it. If reality is pure
matter as we generally understand it, then mechanism may hold
true. But if matter potentially contains life and mind within it,
mechanism must be pervaded by organic unity and freedom.
Otherwise, how can pure mechanism give rise to the two? It is the
presupposition of mechanism that nothing can come out of
nothing. If we apply even this principle to the relation between
mechanism, freedom, and teleology, we shall find that mechanism
is by itself inadequate. To treat mechanism, teleology, and free-
dom as independent, may be useful so far as the treatment of
some special sciences is concerned. But philosophically, the posi-
tion is inadmissible. When we find that the three corresponding
objects are interrelated in the world, our reason cannot rest
satisfied without understanding the relation between the three
methods. And this demand of reason is fair too. When, in the light
of the results, changes are introduced into the methods also, even
rival systems of philosophy approach each other.
IV
IDEALISM  TO   BE   STUDIED   IN   ITS   GROWTH
It would not be of much use for our purpose, therefore, to merely
borrow the definition of idealism from someone. A number of
seemingly conflicting definitions may be true and imply each
other. We have ourselves to decide which is the most compre-
hensive, and which follow from it. Sometimes a question may be
raised at some stage of our enquiry, where it should not have been
raised; but if allowed and answered, a particular conception of
idealism will prove true. Notice has to be taken of such cases, As
the controversy referred to must have shown, the highest truth
reached by what is called an idealism may be found acceptable
to those who style themselves the enemies of idealism; in which
case, we have to understand how idealism in its primitive form
developed into the new. We have, again, to ask what shape it
would take, if developed farther on the lines it has been so far
developed and made more consistent, and how the original
problem with which the tradition started would look in the light
of the new results. Whatever be the starting-point, no phase of
our experience should be neglected or left out from our specula-
tion. Otherwise, our philosophy would be too narrow and one-
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